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Our story
At TFX we've been doing taxes for U.S. expats for over 25 years
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Why get a pro?
Expat taxes are complicated. Seriously.
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Security of your data
Every precaution recommended by the IRS & more
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How we work
Clear, transparent process. Thorough & well-thought-out
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Accountant-client privilege
IRS restructuring & reform act of 1998 protects taxpayers
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Trusted by tens of thousands of clients worldwide
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CPA vs EA vs Tax attorney
Which should you hire and why?
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Audit protection
We stand by our work — year in, year out.
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Careers
If you have years of experience with expat tax, get in touch!
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Webinars
Live webinar with Q&A — join & ask questions!
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How to compare firms
Many imitators, only one TFX. Ask the tough questions
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Who we help
Specific use cases & scenario analysis
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Top notch customer service is core to TFX
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Why work with TFX?
We are the best at what we do and we’re here to help you
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Getting started
Easy process with an expert tax preparer
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US expat tax return
No matter where you reside — you must file US tax returns
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Streamlined procedure
No matter where you reside — you must file US tax returns
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Non-resident tax preparation
TFX helps non-US aliens or Green Card holders file returns
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Tax preparation fee calculator
Discover the average cost of tax return preparation for you
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Free intro consultation
Get started call with tax preparer
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Tax planning
High-level phone consultations with experts
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IRS letters review
Scary letter from the IRS? TFX can help
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Tax projection
Selling stocks? New job? Make educated financial decisions
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Substantial presence test calc
Easily determine your US tax residency status
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Expatriation
How to renounce citizenship or green card
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Check my return
TFX can review your prior returns for errors
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Amended tax return
We can re-file returns that need a little fixing up
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Representation
TFX can call and negotiate with the IRS on your behalf
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Form 5472
New filing requirements for foreign owners of U.S. LLC
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Form 5471
To report ownership in Foreign Corporations
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Streamlined domestic
Amnesty program for those residing in the states
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Amazon resellers
U.S. tax requirements of non-US e-commerce merchants
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Tax preparation fee calculator
Discover the average cost of tax return preparation for you
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Core ($400)
Form 1040 federal tax return package
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Premier ($500)
For those with additional income sources beyond the core package.
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Streamlined procedure ($1,300)
For those who have not filed and want to become compliant with amnesty from penalties.







Compare all plans









Pricing




Tax guide



Join live webinar
Services offered









Articles







IRS reminds taxpayers of options and deadlines for filing taxes
Electronic filing and direct deposit
With the April 15 tax deadline approaching, the I...

Apr 10, 2024




 




IRS announces tax relief for Hawaii wildfire victims: deadlines extended to Aug. 7
In the wake of the devastating wildfires that recently swept through Maui and Hawaii counties, the...

Apr 05, 2024




 




Form 3520-A: A guide for the perplexed and the procrastinators
Disclaimer
...

Apr 04, 2024




 




Tax relief for Alaska storm victims
The IRS has announced significant tax relief for individuals and businesses in the ...

Apr 02, 2024




 




ITIN renewal guide for US expats: Don't let your ITIN expire
Disclaimer
...

Mar 21, 2024




 




What Is double taxation: How it works & ways to avoid it
Disclaimer
...

Mar 21, 2024




 




Understanding the Section 965, Transition Tax [all in one guide]
Disclaimer
...

Mar 21, 2024




 




Moving expenses tax deduction: a primer
Disclaimer
...

Mar 21, 2024




 




Biden's tax reform: A closer look at proposed capital gains changes
In an ambitious move to reshape the US tax landscape, President Joe Biden has unveiled a series of...

Mar 20, 2024




 




Guide to Form 1098-T, Tuition Statement (what you need to know)
Disclaimer
...

Mar 18, 2024




 




Why does the IRS say my information doesn't match? [The IRS, US expats, and the great mismatch mystery]
Disclaimer
...

Mar 18, 2024




 




Decoding FinCEN Form 114 [a guide for the perplexed and procrastinators]
Disclaimer
...

Mar 18, 2024




 




All articles 













IRS 101







How to obtain a copy of past returns
Prior year transcripts - who to call, which forms to fill out, etc.









How IRS can find you abroad
A common misunderstanding is that US citizens abroad do not have to file tax returns









Expatriate tax audits
Audits are no fun, especially when the documents are not standard US tax forms; TFX can help









Tax penalties & interest
How the IRS computes tax, interest, and other penalties & what you can do to avoid them









Received IRS notice?
Scary IRS letters? We will help you debunk them and form an action plan to fix any issues









Can you e-file US tax return from abroad
TFX is an authorized e-file firm and e-files tax returns for taxpayers globally









How to pay IRS electronically from abroad
If you do have a tax bill, what are the ways you can pay the IRS?









How to file an amended return
We can amend prior filed returns to ensure you get the deductions & credits you are eligible for









IRS mailing addresses
In cases where E-filing is not permitted (IRS rules), we outline where and how to snail mail the returns









Can overseas Americans get an IRS refund?
Short answer: Yes. Long answer: Certainly, but your tax return needs to be optimized.









IRS statute of limitations
The IRS can’t chase you forever; we break down the rules behind the IRS statute of limitations









ITIN Q&A
What are ITINs, who needs one, how to get one, and when they expire









All IRS 101 













Tax musings







Financial Planning




 




Expat Tax Rules




 




FBAR/FATCA




 




News




 




Investments




 




Non-US Citizens




 




Retirement




 




Real Estate




 




Foreign Business




 




Immigration




 




Expatriation




 




Family Matters




 




Tax Saving Strategies




 




Recently Published
Recently Published Articles



 




Foreign Nationals




 




All tax musings 













Tax concepts







Glossary of tax terms
Expatriate tax glossary. Commonly used terms explained









Definition of US tax terson
More complicated than it sounds. How ‘US Person’ is defined by the IRS and what it means to you









Resident & non-resident aliens
“Resident” can have many different meanings for the IRS.









Foreign bank account report: FBAR
FinCEN Form 114 and filing requirements explained. Who needs to file, when, and why?









Form 8938 (FATCA)
Filing requirements, penalties, and other considerations









FBAR vs form 8938
Financial reporting requirements explained









Foreign retirement accounts
How is your nest egg treated by the IRS? It depends on the country and the plan









Foreign income exclusion (FEIE)
Save over $100,000 on your US tax return with this nifty exlcusion. But, it’s complicated









Foreign tax credit (FTC)
How to avoid double taxation









Physical presence test
One of two ways to meet the Foreign earned income exclusion (FEIE)









Bona fide residence test
Second method to meet the Foreign earned income exclusion (FEIE)









Partial year exclusion
Moving overseas (inbound or outbound) midyear is not uncommon









All tax concepts 













Expat tax 101







Why file
It’s the law. But, outside of legal reasons, many taxpayers may also benefit from refunds









Expat tax seadlines & due dates
There are many different deadlines & possible extensions - TFX can keep you abreast.









Minimum filing requirements
What are the minimum thresholds that trigger tax filing requirements?









Tax documents required
Which documents you may require in getting caught up to date on your tax returns









Do expats file state taxes?
It depends. State taxes are one of the most misunderstood aspects of expat tax.









Common tax forms
Thousands of tax forms exist, but which select few you really need to understand









Dependents & exemptions
How to understand these two terms & use them to your advantage to obtain tax refunds









Foreign spouse tax implications
How to understand these two terms & use them to your advantage to obtain tax refunds









Totalization agreements
Why these complex terms can mean a lot to self-employed individuals & digital nomads









Green Card holders
US tax filing requirements & credits specific to permanent residents









Surrendering citizenship or Green Card
Big life choice that also carries hidden tax implications & filing requirements









Social security survivor benefits 
Will your non-US spouse be sble to receive survivor, dependent, or spousal benefits?









All expat tax 101 













Who we help







Americans working abroad
US citizens & Green Card holders who are living and working outside the US









American educators abroad
TFX has partnerships with many international schools to assist their staff with tax filings









American contractors overseas
Contractor taxes contain many nuances, especially for potential state tax filing requirements









Employees of international organizations
Aid workers (& other staff) of the UN, EC, WHO or WB have many tax advantages and tax complexities









Pilots
Thx for keeping us safe in the sky! International pilot taxes are *almost* as complex as flying a jet









Military
Working in war zones or stationed abroad, TFX can help understand filing requirements









Digital nomads
Global citizens who earn a living without a permanent establishment









Retirees abroad
TFX files returns for American retirees globally & ensures their nest eggs are protected









Small business owners
We support entrepreneurs globally & explain how to make the most of your hard-earned earnings









Green Card holders
Permanent residency has tax implications - we explain what you need to know









Accidental Americans
Born with a U.S. citizenship but never filed tax returns? TFX can help.









Dual citizens with US passports
Multiple citizenship is in vogue! TFX explains your U.S. tax filing requirements









All who we help 













Tax guides







Form 1040NR - non-resident alien tax return
Non-US citizens and Green Card holders who have U.S income and require filing tax returns.









Form 5471
Non-US corporations owned by US citizens and Green Card holders. Complex form debunked.









U.S tax guide for retirees
Retirees abroad enjoy sunshine & tax advantages. Our guide explains how to plan accordingly.









US tax guide for digital nomads
Remote work is booming and so is the nomad lifestyle; understanding tax implications is a must









US expat tax guide 2022
What do US expats abroad need to know for 2020? TFX annual guide explains due dates & more.









U.S. contractor abroad tax guide
Contractors (especially military) have different tax treatment than normal employed expats









PFIC - form 8621
Non-US mutual fund investments may carry onerous tax implications









FBAR (FinCEN 114) & 8938 (FATCA) comparison
Financial reporting forms - similarities, differences, due dates, and more









U.S. missionary tax guide
Missionary tax treatment will vary based on country & presence of social security agreements









Tax reform 2017
Tax reform that reshaped much of the tax code: winners, losers, and business implications









IRS estimated payments guide
The IRS expects certain taxpayers to make payments before the deadline - learn how and why









All tax guides 













Country guides







Canada








United Kingdom








Switzerland








Germany








Sweden








Australia








Costa Rica








Norway








Singapore








France








Ireland








Italy








Spain








Japan








Mexico








Portugal








Bahamas








Netherlands








Dominican Republic








Iceland








India








All country guides 













IRS forms







Form 8832








Form 720








Form 5471








Form 3520








Form 709








Form 1116








Form 2555








FinCEN Form 114








Form 56








Form 8865








Form 8621








Form 1118








Form 8833








Form 3520-A








Forms 8805








Form 1040-B








All forms 


















	


[image: Expatriation]



TFX help & support
Frequently asked questions & tips





	


[image: Tax return check]



Tax questionnaire guide
How to use our handy tax questionnaire





	


[image: Amended tax return]



Daily webinar
We host a daily webinar to walk through our easy process and answer questions
















Contact












[image: WhatsApp]


[image: Search]



















About Us



	


[image: Our story]



Our story
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Why get a pro?
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Audit protection
We stand by our work — year in, year out.
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Getting started
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US expat tax return
No matter where you reside — you must file US tax returns
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Streamlined procedure
No matter where you reside — you must file US tax returns
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Non-resident tax preparation
TFX helps non-US aliens or Green Card holders file returns
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Tax preparation fee calculator
Discover the average cost of tax return preparation for you
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Free intro consultation
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Tax planning
High-level phone consultations with experts
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IRS letters review
Scary letter from the IRS? TFX can help
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Tax projection
Selling stocks? New job? Make educated financial decisions
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Substantial presence test calc
Easily determine your US tax residency status
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Check my return
TFX can review your prior returns for errors
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Amended tax return
We can re-file returns that need a little fixing up
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TFX can call and negotiate with the IRS on your behalf
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Form 5471
To report ownership in Foreign Corporations
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Streamlined domestic
Amnesty program for those residing in the states
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Core ($400)
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Premier ($500)
For those with additional income sources beyond the core package.
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Streamlined procedure ($1,300)
For those who have not filed and want to become compliant with amnesty from penalties.
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Ines Zemelman, EA
 17 Jan 2011



The United States requires all citizens and permanent residents (that is, green card holders) to file the U.S. Federal income tax returns. The U.S. is fairly unique in this regard, so take note: you must still file your tax return even if you move out of the country and are currently living abroad. Even if you have not earned any U.S. income!

How much money are we talking about?

Filing requirements are based on total income before exclusions or deductions. In 2010, the cutoff was $9,350 for filing individually or $18,700 for married and filing jointly. Learn more about filing status of married couples in a situation where one of the spouses is not a U.S. citizen or resident at Foreign Spouse of U.S. Citizen.

If you file a return, that does not automatically mean you owe taxes! There are a number of exclusions provided in the tax return system to take advantage of. To start, Form 2555 provides a Foreign Earned Income Exclusion section which allows you to exclude up to $91,500 of foreign salary. This exclusion can be increased based on your overseas housing costs. (Typically, the baseline is around $40.11 per day, so any costs in excess of this can be deducted.)

Form 1116 provides yet another medhot of reducing or eliminating your U.S. tax bill,Foreign Tax Credit. Depending on how much you paid in foreign income tax, you can claim up to the entirety of your U.S. foreign source income tax. This means you could owe 0 U.S. income tax! This credit will be reduced if you also claim the exclusion, however.

You can only take advantage of these credits and exclusions if you file a tax return! And consider: it's possible to earn over $100,000 and pay no U.S. tax, so it's in your best interest to apply. Your exclusion may be denied if this is a first time claim and your return is late, so be aware of deadlines.

Ok, so when is it due and where do I go?

Fortunately for expatriates, federal tax returns for those living outside of the U.S. are due on June 15, rather than April 15. No extra paperwork-- you automatically get this extension if you attach a statement to your tad return explaining that you had an extended deadline because, as an expat, you were out of the country as of April 15th. Still need more time? You can file Form 4868 for an automatic extension until October 15 or, in case you need extra time to qualify for the foreign earned income exclusion, form 2350.

You can submit your tax returns in a number of ways:

	Through your nearest U.S. Embassy or Consulate. This may not be the most reliable method, so make sure the personnel there know where to send your return.
	Mail or delivery service. You can prepare your paperwork yourself, using software such as H&R Block Tax Cut or TurboTax. Expatriate tax returns should be sent to a different address than domestic ones! If no payment is due, file with the IRS in Austin, TX 73301-0215 USA. If you do owe a payment, file with IRS, P.O. Box 1303, Charlotte, NC 28201-1303, USA.
	Electronically filing. This is the fastest method: you can be aware it was processed within a few days, and if you use direct deposit as well, you can get your tax refund in under 10 days. With an income of less than $58,000, you can file for free with the IRS. If you use a tax professional, many will also provide this as a free additional service.


Information about e-filing, as well as all of the IRS forms are available online through the IRS website.

But what about state taxes?

Well, if you move out of the country, you're most likely no longer a resident of your state. Therefore you are not subject to state tax unless you earn money in that state. State income includes any salary or income earned in the state, as well as any income from interest in a partnership or corporation with operations in the state. For example, if you rent out your old home, you will probably have to file a state income tax return.

Of course, state regulations and requirements may vary. While these claims are usually unsuccessful, a few states (such as California) try to claim you may still want to come back although currently you are out of the country. You'll probably want to check out your state's income tax website or ask a tax return professional.

So how difficult is this going to be?

It's true that expatriate tax returns can get more complicated than regular returns. They can get especially complex if you have significant foreign income taxes.

Fortunately, there are a few resources to make your life a little easier. For one, see if you can take advantage of the IRS "EZ" forms. If you earn less than $91,500 (that's salary and bonuses), you may be able to use Form 2555-EZ. This relatively simple 2-page form asks where you live and work, as well as your visas and travel, and must be filed with Form 1040. All together, this isn't more work than filing the 1040-A.

Finally, these articles aim to make things painless as possible for you by providing clear, useful information to help you navigate through the U.S. Federal tax return process.
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Top rated US Tax firm on the independent review site Trustpilot — over 4,000+ reviews.



Download our app


File faster, easier with the TFX Mobile app
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